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SUBJECT: JAPANESE INVESTMENT SURVEY MISSION TO ASEAN COUNTRIES 

REF: STATE 292137 

1, EMBOFF TALKED WITH THE JAPANESE COMMERCIAL ATTACHE ABOUT 
SUBJECT MISSION. WHILE THE FINAL REPORT IS NOT YET PUBLISHED 
IN TOKYO ON THE MISSION S CONCLUSIONS, HE MADE THE FOLLOWING 
COMMENTS: 


2. DISAPPOINTINGLY, THE MISSION, EXCEPT FOR THE LEADER, TAKAO 
NAGATA, PRESIDENT OF HITACHI SHIPBUILDING AND 

ENGINEERING CO., WAS COMPOSED OF SECOND AND THIRD RANK BUSINESS- 
MEN AND OTHERS, RATHER THAN PRESIDENTS OF LARGE CONCERNS. 

THEIR PURPOSE WAS TO TRAVEL TO THE VARIOUS ASEAN COUNTRIES TO 
ASSESS THE PRESENT INVESTMENT CLIMATE, TO TALK WITH LOCAL 
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ASSISTANCE TO THE HOST COUNTRIES, AND TO EXPRESS THEIR BELIEF 
THAT JAPANESE FIRMS MUST AND WILL PAY MORE ATTENTION TO POLLUTION 
CONTROL. THE CONCERN ABOUT POLLUTION STEMS FROM ATTACKS BY 
OPPOSITION PARTIES IN THE DIET THAT JAPAN HAS BEEN EXPORTING 
ITS POLLUTION PROBLEM OVERSEAS, ESPECIALLY TO SEA. 

3. IN BANGKOK, THE MISSION MET, INTER ALIA, WITH DEPUTY 
PREMIER PRAMAN ADIREKSARN ( WITH WHOM THE JAPANESE SEEM TO 
ENJOY A SPECIAL RELATIONSHIP THROUGH HIS TEXTILE VENTURES), 

WITH FINANCE MINISTER BOONCHU ROJANASATIAN, AND WITH BOARD OF 
TRADE PRESIDENT OB PASURAT (ALOS HIGHLY REGARDED BY THE 
JAPANESE BUSINESS COMMUNITY HERE). ON CONCLUSION OF THEIR 
VISIT, MR. NAGATA PRIVATELY SAID THAT HE WAS SURPRISED HOW 
:GOOD: THE PRESENT THAI INVESTMENT CLIMATE APPEARED TO BE IN 
CONTRAST TO HIS EXPECTATIONS BEFORE ARRIVAL. (COMMENT: 
PRESUMABLY THIS SENTIMENT WILL ECHOEE IN THE MISSION'S 
OFFICIAL REPORT.) 

WHITEHOUSE 
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